death across the world. Metacillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus has been with us for many years now. My father fell prey to it in a private Cape Town hospital >6 years ago and I first encountered it as a locum in UK hospitals >25 years ago. We did not pay enough attention then, and now developing new -and more expensive -antibiotics is not the answer.
Doctors in primary care continue to prescribe, often at the patient's request, unnecessary antibiotics. In hospitals without good infection control and antibiotic stewardship policies doctors prescribe inappropriate antibiotics -my father was first treated with amoxicillin/ clavulanic acid (Augmentin) when it became obvious that he had a severe wound infection.
We urgently need to stop unnecessary and inappropriate prescription of antibiotics across the board. And we also need to put pressure on manufacturers of 'antiseptic' household cleaners and hand washes to stop producing and marketing these. Public education campaigns explaining that simple handwashing with ordinary soap and water, and that most infections in primary care are self-limiting and caused by viruses, are urgently needed. Shocking headlines in newspapers about serious hospital infections are not sufficient. People need to realise that this is something that affects their daily lives and could result in the death of a loved one from a common -and previously treatableinfection.
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